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INTRODUCTION

Ballaghaderreen and Districts Development Limited was incorporated on the 17th July, 1995.  It is a Company limited by Guarantee whose members are drawn from the local community.  The primary objective of the Company is to pursue and promote the economic, social and cultural development of Ballaghaderreen and its surrounding areas to the maximum extent and in ways that will benefit the entire community.  On the 18th July, 1996 Ballaghaderreen and Districts Development Limited launched an integrated Community Business Plan to cover the period 1996-2001.  Since then, Ballaghaderreen and Districts Development Limited has actively engaged in a number of projects such as:-

· Lobbying for the location of the Western Development Commission at Dillon House, Ballaghaderreen

· Campaigning for the location of the BMW Regional Assembly in the town

· The provision of Broadband facilities

· The provision of Tennis Court facilities

· The development of an Enterprise Park with the support of Enterprise Ireland

· Managing FAS Community Employment Schemes

· Sponsoring Student Summer Job Schemes

· Promoting the annual Dr. Douglas Hyde Summer School of Traditional Irish Music and Dance

· Running annual St. Patrick's Day Parade

· The upgrade of the N5 National Primary Route and various other matters

Ballaghaderreen is situate in North West Roscommon, a short distance from the County boundaries with Mayo and Sligo.  The town is strategically located on the N5 National Primary Route linking Dublin and Westport, and is less than 15 miles from Knock International Airport.  The town has recently benefited from inclusion in the Eircom Broadband Scheme.  The town and surrounding districts are part of the qualifying area for tax incentives under the Rural Renewal Scheme introduced by the Finance Acts 1998-1999.  Ballaghaderreen is the Cathedral town of the diocese of Achonry and St. Nathy's  Cathedral is located here.  Ballaghaderreen's major employers are in the Agri food sector and so the area is vulnerable to any downturn in that sector which of course will undergo significant changes in the near future.  Attraction of new industry to the town is therefore a priority as is the need to provide new amenity and leisure facilities to cater for a population that has expanded  considerably in recent years with over 300 new houses built or in the course of being constructed since the introduction of the Rural Renewal Scheme.  These issues are addressed in more detail in the next part of this document.
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EMPLOYMENT

(a) JOB CREATION

The major employers in Ballaghaderreen are in the Agri Food Sector - Shannonside Milk Products Co-Operative Limited, NCF Co-OP, Dawn Meats and Ballaghaderreen Bacon Factory Limited.  There are also a number of other businesses started by local entrepreneurs but the over dependency on the agricultural sector means the local economy is particularly exposed at a time when this sector is undergoing significant changes.  There has been no new industry introduced to the town for many years.  A growing population has made the need for a significant new employer all the greater. A Community Business Park  and two private industrial parks are under construction.  These would provide an ideal location for a new industry.  Green field sites are also available for this purpose.  We urge the Government to direct Enterprise Ireland to prioritise this area as a location for a major new employer in the manufacturing or services sector.

(b) KNOCK AIRPORT TAX FREE ZONE

Ballaghaderreen is situate less than 15 miles from Knock International Airport.  The past year has seen significant growth in passenger numbers.  The Airport is targeting 1 million passengers by 2009.  A €40m  expansion plan has recently been announced.  The development of a Business Park in association with the Airport would be a driver for economic development for the surrounding areas of East Mayo, North Roscommon and South Sligo in particular.  The provision of a Scheme allowing for accelerated capital allowances for a Business Park at Knock would create a whole new climate for employment creation in the region.  This proposal has already been the subject of a pre-Budget submission by the Council for the West to Mr. Brian Cowen T.D., Minister for Finance.  The proposal would need EU approval.  It has the support of the three MEPs for the region.  We strongly urge the Government to actively support this proposal and to seek the necessary EU clearance for same as a matter of urgency.

(c) EXTENSION OF RURAL RENEWAL TAX RELIEF SCHEME 

Ballaghaderreen has benefited greatly from the Rural Renewal Tax Incentive Scheme introduced by the Finance Act, 1998.  This provides tax reliefs for owner/occupiers and investors in relation to residential property as well as accelerated capital allowances for expenditure incurred on the construction or refurbishment of certain industrial and commercial buildings.  The termination date for the Scheme is the 31st July, 2006.  The benefits of the Scheme in this area have been seen mostly in the residential sector leading to a much needed increase in the supply of private housing.  The priority now is to incentivise investment in industrial and commercial buildings which will create new employment creation opportunities.  We are aware of the Government's desire to limit the number of tax shelter schemes but notwithstanding that, we would urge that the Rural Renewal Scheme be extended past the proposed termination date of 31/7/06 with particular reference to industrial and commercial buildings.  This would encourage the refurbishment of existing business premises such as town centre properties, as well as encouraging the development of new industrial and commercial units.

 INFRASTRUCTURE

(a)  BY-PASS AND N5 UPGRADE

Ballaghaderreen is situate on the N5 National Primary Route leading from Dublin to Westport.  There is a traffic bottleneck in the town which results in delay and congestion at peak traffic times. A by-pass of the town is planned by the National Roads Authority and a route has been selected.  The by-pass is not however due to proceed in this year's National Roads Authority Schedule.  The by-pass is essential to relieve traffic congestion and enable the town to grow and develop to its full potential.  We therefore urge that the Ballaghaderreen by-pass be prioritised to enable it proceed at the earliest opportunity.  

As regards the N5, a campaign has been ongoing for some time for funding to upgrade it from its previous neglected state.  We appreciate that substantial funds have been invested in recent years but the upgrading of the N5 to an acceptable standard must be a priority.  The N5 is the main primary route to the East from Counties Mayo and Roscommon.  Further investment in this essential artery is required to bring it up to the necessary standard for safe transportation of passenger and goods traffic.

(b) CORRIB GAS PIPELINE

The proposed development of the Corrib Gas Field off the Mayo coast now looks likely.  Natural gas from this source will be coming on shore within the next few years.  The current proposed route for the gas pipeline would not benefit Connacht as a whole.  The re-direction of this pipeline through Claremorris, Ballyhaunis, Ballaghaderreen, Carrick-on-Shannon, Boyle and Sligo would  provide a huge economic boost to a much wider part of the province.  It would be of particular benefit to Ballaghaderreen.  Shannonside Milk Products Co-Operative Limited, which is located in the town is one of the few large milk processors in the country without access to a natural gas supply.  Had it the benefit of a natural gas supply it could develop a combined heat and power plant.  This would provide it with a power supply at a competitive rate.  Furthermore, at times of low power requirement for itself, such a power supply would enable Shannonside contribute to the national grid.  A natural gas supply would of course benefit many other industries in Ballaghaderreen and the other towns mentioned and would increase the area's attractiveness for investment purposes.

AMENITIES

(a) SWIMMING POOL

A Committee was formed approximately 15 years ago with the objective of providing Ballaghaderreen and its hinterland with an indoor water leisure facility.  In 1994 the proposal was adopted by Roscommon County Council and forwarded to the Department of the Environment for approval and funding.  A Feasibility Study was prepared by Roscommon County Council in July 2002.  The study examined issues of site location and suitability, project viability, capital costs, income potential and operating costs.  The study was favourable to the development.  A local contribution of €300,000 was raised.  As yet, however, Department approval and funding for the project has not been received.  The proposed facility is much needed - the nearest swimming pools in the surrounding towns involve a round trip of at least 60 miles.  A Government decision to support this project is urgently needed.  We respectively request that the Taoiseach liaise with the relevant Department to ensure that this project is prioritised and that the necessary funds are allocated to it as a matter of urgency.

(b) COMMUNITY PARK PROJECT

Ballaghaderreen Community Park Committee was formed in 1998.  The Committee has purchased a plot of land comprising six and a half acres with a view to developing same to provide a sports field,  childrens' play area, running track, astro turf play area, dressing rooms, showers, toilets and parking.  Planning permission is in place for Phase 1 of the development.  An application for grant aid in 2004 to the Department of Sport and Tourism was unsuccessful.  The application is being submitted again this year.  Securing this grant aid is essential for the successful development of this project which will greatly benefit all age groups.  The Swimming Pool and the Community Park would provide much needed recreational facilities in the area and would be a support to the town's two schools, St. Attracta's Primary School and St. Nathy's College which between them, have over 1,000 students.

(c) AMBULANCE SERVICE

Ballaghaderreen and the surrounding areas are serviced primarily by the County Hospital, Roscommon, Mayo General Hospital, Castlebar and Sligo General Hospital.  Each of these is approximately 30 miles from Ballaghaderreen.  There is no ambulance service based in the Ballaghaderreen area. In emergency cases, an ambulance, when available, must be despatched  from one of these hospitals entailing  a round trip by road of 60 miles and a delay of up to two hours in getting the necessary treatment.  This means that emergency patients such as those suffering from heart attacks, cannot get the necessary treatment within the "golden hour", the period which Doctors say is essential for such treatment.  There is an ongoing campaign for a full-time ambulance service to be provided for, and based in Ballaghaderreen.  We urge that the necessary funds be allocated  to this essential and potentially life saving service.  In April 2004 the Chief Ambulance Officer of the Western Health Board proposed an ambulance service for West Roscommon.  All that is required to make this happen is a direct grant from the Department of Health.
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