Ballaghaderreen St. Patrick’s Day Parade 2005

The St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Ballaghaderreen this year was successful beyond all the expectations of the organisers, B&DD Ltd.  Hundreds of people lined the route from Sligo Road into Market Square and up through Main Street, as the sun shone down on what was a highly enjoyable event.  The crowds were entertained by bands from St. Attracta’s N.S., Brusna N.S., Carracastle N.S., Carracastle Fife & Drum Band, Tavrane N.S. and a large number of varied and imaginative floats.  

The local Reserve Defence Forces were followed by floats representing St. Attracta’s N.S. Float – Bí Folláin, Little Oak Gym Club, Michael Caron Vintage Cars, John Towey Wedding Cars, Lowry’s Laundry & Dry Cleaning, Brusna N.S. Float – Puff the Magic Dragon, David Maloney Vintage Cars, Mid-West Radon-Seamus Egan, Ballaghaderreen Foróige Club, Ballaghaderreen & District Angling Club, Cooney Motors Chevrolet Boyle, Connacht Gold Co-op Mill, Shannonside Co-op, McDowells Laundry-Shannonside Mushrooms, Drury Oils Frenchpark, North West Hotrod Racing, McHugh’s Wholesale, Ballaghaderreen Fire Brigade, Thompson Butler Steel Ltd., Michael Cooney & Sons, Go-Direct/Kieran Sherlock.  

Secretary of B&DD Ltd., Mary Devine-O’Callaghan welcomed the large attendance to the town, with special mention for Grand Marshal, Michael Cunningham, who was selected for the honour at a function the previous night in Durkin’s Studio 57. Guest of Honour on the reviewing stand, Most. Rev. Dr. Thomas Flynn, was joined by Comdt. John McNabola-E-Company RDF, Deputy Michael Finneran T.D., Senator Frank Feighan, Senator Terry Leydon, Cllr. John Kelly, Cllr. Michael Mulligan, Cllr. Michael Creighton, Michael Scally, Fred Flynn-Manager FBD Insurance Ballaghaderreen, Paul Lynch, Anne McGreal-Bank of Ireland, Sinead Mangan-Principal St. Attracta’s N.S., Dolores Durkin-Durkins Bar, Superintendent Willie Gallagher, Fr. Michael Reilly, Muriel Moran-Duffys Londis & Green Shop, Henry Hill-Area Engineer Roscommon County Council, Dr. Greg Kelly.  Special thanks to Claire Kelly who had the difficult task of judging the parade and to the very popular Grand Marshal, Michael Cunningham, who carried out his duties with great dignity and style.

The €1,000 prize for Best Parade Entry, which was kindly sponsored by John and Bernie Duffy, Londis, was awarded to St. Attracta’s N.S. Float – Bí Folláin (Be Healthy).  This float had 248 children involved.  

The overall results were as follows:-

Overall Best Entry of Parade

St. Attracta’s N.S. – Bí Folláin

Industrial / Commercial Section

1. Shannonside Co-op

2. John Towey Wedding Cars 

3. Go Direct

Environmental Section:

1. Ballaghaderreen & District Angling Club

Schools / Clubs Section:

1.  
Best Overall Entry St. Attractas National School – Bí Folláin

2. Brusna National School-Puff the Magic Dragon

3. Little Oak Gym Club

4. Ballaghaderreen Foróige Club

Vintage Section:

1. Michael Caron Vintage Cars

2. North West Hotrod Racing

3. David Maloney Cars 

Novelty:

1. Lowrys Drycleaners

2. McDowells Laundry

Best Window Display:

1. Dooneys Menswear

2. All Sewn Up

3. Toweys Shop

4. McAnena’s Pharmacy

5. Morans Discount

Ballaghaderreen & Districts Development would like to thank the Gardai, Stewards, Ballaghaderreen Community Park Committee and Roscommon County Council for their assistance and also their sponsors, without whose generous support the parade could not have taken place.

John & Berni Duffy – Londis Supermarket

FBD Insurance – Manager, Fred Flynn, The Square, Ballaghaderreen.

James Tully – Castlemore Nite Club, The Fiddlers Elbow & Next Door Off Licence

Allied Irish Bank

Bank of Ireland

BMW Regional Assembly

Ballaghaderreen & District Credit Union

Declan O'Callaghan, Solicitor

Ballaghaderreen Secretarial Services

Durkins Bar, Restaurant & Accommodation.

Spells Bar

Bank Bar

Corner Bar

Haulie Costello

Cyril Flannery-Financial Services & Auctioneers

Creatons Bar

Clarkes Bar

Toweys Main Street,

Solans Bar

The Print Shop

John Moynihan

Joe Madden Construction

McGarry’s Off Licence

Mannions Bar

The Hatch Bar

Padraig Mulligan

Molly Hicks Bar

Newsround

Tom & Una McDonnell

Thanks also to Seamus Sharkey for providing the reviewing stand on the Square and to Lowrys Drycleaners for providing the ESB connection.

